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Thank you Madam Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
 
 
THANK YOU 
I should start this report by conveying my heartfelt thanks to all Members of the Council, 
officers and members of the public who have extended their best wishes to me and my 
husband in the last few months. All such comments are greatly appreciated and a source 
of great comfort to us both.  
 
HEALTHIER TOGETHER 
The consultation on the Healthier Together proposals closed on 30th September 2014, 
though I have been advised that they will continue to accept written submissions up until 
Friday, 24th October 2014. The consultation on the proposals ran for a 12 week period and 
the Committee received updates thereon at our two meetings held during that time in July 
and September. NHS England were consulting on proposals to “improve standards of care 
across all hospitals in Greater Manchester and to improve greater access to local 
healthcare services, including GPs, primary and community care”. As the Council’s 
representative on the AGMA Health Scrutiny Committee I have attended many meetings at 
various levels at which I have taken soundings from the public and this has helped to frame 
the response that I personally forwarded on the published proposals. My fear is that these 
proposals have been foisted upon us and that the proposals are a token exercise. There 
has been a noticeable sense of apathy from the public about these proposals with sparsely 
attended public meetings thereon across Greater Manchester. I feel that the low level of 
attendance is evidence of the public’s scepticism about what is being suggested.       
 
TRANSPORT STUDY GROUP 
At the last meeting of the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee, on 3rd September, we 
agreed in principle to establish a cross-party Scrutiny Study Group to examine numerous 
issues around transportation issues for patients, and their relatives/carers traveling to and 
from hospitals across Greater Manchester. From recent personal experience I know how 
delicate an issue this is for so many people in the Borough, especially for our residents 
who have to rely on public transport. We intend to look into the operations of Arriva 
Transport Limited, in the Borough and beyond. Five Members have this far agreed to 
participate in this study and I am hoping that an initial meeting can be established in the 
near future.    
 
HOUSING STUDY GROUP 
At the last meeting of the Committee on 3rd September, Councillor Linden, together with 
officers from the Strategic Housing Services team, submitted the final report of the Housing 
Scrutiny Study Group.  The Housing Scrutiny Group was established to monitor the health 
and wellbeing of residents within the Borough in relation to housing provision and housing 
conditions. The report informed the Committee of the Group’s recommendations regarding 
the further work that would be required to be carried out by the Strategic Housing Service 
in relation to overcrowding. The aims of the Study Group were supported by the following 
objectives: to gain an understanding of what poor housing actually constituted; to raise the 
group’s understanding and awareness of the affects – socially, physically and mentally of 
poor housing conditions; to investigate and understand the strategies and policies in place 
locally and nationally which support the provision of housing. The various 
recommendations presented were approved and will, in due course, be presented to the 



Council’s Cabinet. 
 
MATERNITY SERVICES 
This is another issue that has been considered at the Committee’s last two meetings. On 
3rd September the Committee welcomed Ms. Cathy Trinnick (the PAHT’s Head of 
Midwifery Services) who had been invited to discuss with Members issues raised in the 
Care Quality Commission’s (CQC) inspections of Maternity Services at the Royal Oldham 
Hospital and to address any pertinent issues that Members of the Committee raised.  
 
The Assistant Chief Executive of the PAHT reminded the Committee that the CQC had 
earlier in the year carried out an inspection at the Royal Oldham Hospital of Maternity 
Services, which was a follow-up of an earlier inspection, carried out in November 2013, 
that had been undertaken as a result of concerns being raised with the CQC about the 
provision of maternity Services at the Royal Oldham Hospital. Both of the inspections had 
found the Royal Oldham Hospital Maternity Services to be fully compliant, with CQC 
standards. The PAHT’s Assistant Chief Executive explained that unannounced inspections 
would continue, in the future, to follow up the concerns that had been raised. There would 
also be the new, announced, full inspections which would include public meeting at which 
stakeholders wold be given the opportunity to air their views. Members of the Committee 
discussed this matter is detail and were offered by the Trust the opportunity to visit the 
Maternity Unit at the Royal Oldham Hospital to view and inspect the facilities for expectant 
mothers. These visits will take place either later on this month or in early November.  
 
JOINT HEALTH O&S COMMITTEE FOR PENNINE CARE FOUNDATION TRUST 
I attended a meeting of the above mentioned Scrutiny Committee at Oldham on 2nd 
October which considered numerous issues appertaining to mental health. Various report 
submitted to that meeting noted a rising number of complaints in relation to services which 
were being provided, especially in terms of Community Healthcare Services and Learning 
Disabilities. I am concerned, and expressed those concerns at the meeting as I feel that 
they are adversely affecting the provision of services for the residents of our Borough. This 
is having the biggest impact on District Nursing Services, which many residents are reliant 
upon. This something that I, and the other Council appointed representatives on this 
Committee, will be monitoring closely in the forthcoming weeks and months. In addition it 
was agreed at that a special, one item meeting of the Joint Committee be held, prior to our 
next meeting in December 2014 to examine the proposed funding shortfall, as it was 
reported to us that a total of £45million of savings have to be found.  
 
DENTAL SERVICES 
I have been made aware, recently of the standard of dental care, and more generally oral 
hygiene for children, that currently exists across the Borough. I will be asking officers to 
arrange for the attendance at a meeting of the Health O&S Committee of relevant 
specialists in this field of care, so they can explain to Members the current provision of care 
and their proposals for improving the situation in the future. 
 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD 
A key aspect of the Health O&S Committee’s programme is to directly scrutinise the work 
of the Health and Wellbeing Board. In this regard I was pleased to see on the agenda of 
our last meeting a number of issues that have previously been considered by the Health 
and Wellbeing Board, namely: the Health and Wellbeing Board Review; the Joint Strategic 
Needs Assessment; and the Healthy Lifestyles Strategy. I was also pleased in this regard 
that these three reports were presented jointly by Councillor Cecile Biant, the Portfolio 
Holder with responsibility for Health (and also the Chair of the Health and Wellbeing Board) 
and by Wendy Meston the Interim Director of Public Health. I personally feel that the 
workings of both the Health and Wellbeing Board and of the Health O&S Committee will 
function more efficiently if we can work together, and, in this vein, I am pleased that I will 
be invited to attend future meetings of the Health and Wellbeing Board in the capacity as 
an observer.    



 
   
 
 
 
OTHER ISSUES: 
Just a few general points to finish. The Committee’s next meeting is on 5th December 2014 
and I would ask that if any Member of the Council has a health related item they wish to be 
considered I am always amenable to an additional specific agenda item to be added. Also 
members are reminded that each meeting of the Committee commences with a Open 
Forum session at which members of the public have the opportunity to raise issues that are 
pertinent to the work of the Committee. I would also like to advise Members that any 
constituent who has a complaint to make about any NHS service can obtain a form from 
their local GP surgery, and a GP at the local surgery will pursue that complaint on the 
patient’s behalf. It is proposed that such complaints will be presented to the Health and 
Wellbeing Board.  
 
 
. 
 
 

 
 
 
Councillor Linda Robinson 
Chair - Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 
 
 

Thank you Madam Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council 
about these or any other matter relating to the Health and Partnerships Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee. 

 


